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those who stayed home, for sound and con-
venient reasons, of course.

But the greatest lesson I have learned, the
most important of my education, is really
the essential imperative of this century. It is
called leadership. We brandish the word. We
admire its light. But we seldom define it.
Outside Caen in the Normandy countryside
of France is a little cemetery. Atop one of
the graves is a cross on which is etched these
words: ‘‘Leadership is wisdom and courage
and a great carelessness of self.’’ Which
means, of course, that leaders must from
time to time put to hazard their own politi-
cal future in order to do what is right in the
long term interests of those they have by
solemn oath sworn to serve. Easy to say.
Tough to do.

I remember when I first bore personal wit-
ness to its doing. It was in December, 1963.
Lyndon Johnson had been President but a
few short weeks. At that time I was actually
living on the third floor of the White House
until my family arrived. The President said
to me on a Sunday morning, ‘‘call Dick Rus-
sell and ask him if he would come by for cof-
fee with you and me.’’

Senator Richard Brevard Russell of Geor-
gia was the single most influential and hon-
ored figure in the Senate. His prestige tow-
ered over all others in those years before the
dialogue turned sour and mean. When in 1952,
the Senate Democratic leader’s post fell
open, the other Senators turned immediately
to Russell, imploring him to take the job.
‘‘No,’’ said Russell, ‘‘let’s make Lyndon
Johnson our leader, he’ll do just fine.’’ So at
the age of 44, just four years in his first Sen-
ate term, LBJ became the youngest ever
Democratic leader and in a short time the
greatest parliamentary commander in Sen-
ate history.

When Russell arrived, the President greet-
ed him warmly with a strong embrace, the
six-foot four LBJ and the smallish, compact
Russell, with his gleaming bald head and
penetrating eyes. The President steered him
to the couch overlooking the Rose Garden, in
the West Hall on the second floor of the Man-
sion. I sat next to Russell. The President was
in his wing chair, his knees almost touching
Russell’s, so close did they sit.

The President drew even closer, and said in
an even voice, ‘‘Dick, I love you and I owe
you. If it had not been for you I would not
have been Leader, or Vice President or now
President. But I wanted to tell you face to
face, please don’t get in my way on this Civil
Rights Bill, which has been locked up in the
Senate too damn long. I intend to pass this
bill, Dick. I will not cavil. I will not hesitate.
And if you get in my way, I’ll run you
down.’’

Russell sat mutely for a moment, impas-
sive, his face a mask. Then he spoke, in the
rolling accents of his Georgia countryside.
‘‘Well, Mr. President, you may just do that.
But I pledge you that if you do, it will not
only cost you the election, it will cost you
the South forever.’’

President Johnson in all the later years in
which I knew him so intimately never made
me prouder than he did that Sunday morning
so long, long ago. He touched Russell lightly
on the shoulder, an affectionate gesture of
one loving friend to another. He spoke softly,
almost tenderly: ‘‘Dick, my old friend, if
that’s the price I have to pay, then I will
gladly pay it.’’

Of all the lessons I have learned in my po-
litical life, that real life instruction in lead-
ership on a Sunday morning in the White
House was the most elemental, and the most
valuable. It illuminated in a blinding blaze
the highest point to which the political spir-
it can soar. I have never forgotten it. I never
will.
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank my distin-
guished colleagues, Congressmen STOKES
and PAYNE, for calling this special order in
celebration of Black History Month for choos-
ing this year’s theme: African-American
Women: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.
The theme today heralds women who have
made distinctive contributions to our country.
For every woman from Harriet Tubman to
Rosa Parks to Myrlie Evers-Williams who have
become household names, there are legions
of women from past to present who have
made great contributions to their communities
with little or no recognition. We are here to
honor all of them today.

When we examine this theme, it is only nat-
ural that our thoughts would turn to our re-
cently departed friend and colleague Barbara
Jordan. Congresswoman Jordan was a for-
midable force, not only in the African Amer-
ican community, but throughout our country. A
champion of liberal causes, she was not only
a role model for African American women, but
also an inspiration to people of all colors.

Mr. Speaker, I am very fortunate to rep-
resent California’s 8th Congressional District
and to work with many outstanding African-
American leaders, both women and men, and
community organizations based in the city of
San Francisco. These are leaders like Enola
Maxwell, who has been a driving force for the
Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, guiding and
mentoring several generations of neighbor-
hood youth; or like Naomi Gray, who spent
many years on the San Francisco Health
Commission as an advocate for health care
for low-income communities; or like Sharon
Hewitt, who recently helped organize a city-
wide summit to find ways to prevent youth vio-
lence among communities of color in San
Francisco. These women are working within
the community to make it a better place. I ap-
plaud their efforts, and the efforts of the many
African-American women in my district who
are working every day to improve life in the
city of San Francisco and in our Nation.

In just a few days, we will end Black History
Month and enter a celebration of Women’s
History Month. Let us continue to acknowl-
edge the accomplishments of pioneering
women of the past and promote and support
the goals of African-American women present
and future. Their struggles deserve credit and
recognition every day of the year, not just dur-
ing Black History Month.
f
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, in keeping with this
year’s Black History Month theme, ‘‘African
American Women: Yesterday, Today and To-

morrow’’ I would like to pay tribute to an out-
standing St. Louisan who exemplifies the high-
est values and qualities of leadership in the
African-American community, Mrs. Margaret
Bush Wilson.

Mrs. Wilson is a St. Louis native who grad-
uated from Sumner High School and received
a B.A. degree in economics, cum laude, from
Talladega College. She went on to earn her
LL.B from Lincoln University School of Law.
Mrs. Wilson has been a highly respected jurist
in St. Louis for many years and is admitted to
practice before the U.S. Supreme Court. She
has also taught at the CLEO Institute and St.
Louis University School of Law.

Margaret Bush Wilson has dedicated her life
to the fight for civil rights and racial equality,
carrying on a family tradition of community
service. Mrs. Wilson’s mother, Berenice
Casey, served on the executive committee of
the St. Louis NAACP in the 1920’s and 1930’s
and her father, James T. Bush, Sr., a pioneer
real; estate broker in St. Louis was the moving
force behind the Shelley versus Kraemer case
which led to the landmark U.S. Supreme Court
decision outlawing racial restrictive housing
covenants.

In addition to being a prominent St. Louis
leader, Margaret Bush Wilson has served in
many national positions. She was national
chairperson of the NAACP Board of Directors
from 1975–84. She has also served in the fol-
lowing Federal, State, and local posts: U.S.
Attorney, Legal Division, the Rural Electrifica-
tion Administration of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, assistant attorney-general of Mis-
souri, Legal Services specialist, State Tech-
nical Assistance Office, War on Poverty; ad-
ministrator, community services and continuing
education programs, title I, Higher Education
Act of 1965 in Missouri, and acting director,
St. Louis Lawyers for Housing.

Mrs. Wilson actively serves in numerous or-
ganizations committed to education and social
justice. She is a member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority and is the recipient of many
civic and professional awards including honor-
ary degrees from St. Paul’s College, Smith
College, Washington University, Kenyon Col-
lege, Talladega College, Boston University,
and the University, of Missouri-St. Louis.

Margaret Bush Wilson is a cherished mem-
ber of the St. Louis community and a distin-
guished black woman. She has demonstrated
a deep understanding of the history of the
black community and displayed the highest
level of compassion for equal justice. She has
truly dedicated her life to improving the future
of the black community.

Mr. Speaker. I am honored to salute Mrs.
Margaret Bush Wilson, a force for good in our
society who has helped changed the course of
African-American history.
f
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Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I

rise today to share my thoughts about a great
spiritual leader who led the archdiocese of
Philadelphia for nearly 30 years.
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